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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to investigate the implications of the full implementation of using drones to counter terrorism in Northern African countries especially Libya. The Central Intelligence Agency is poised to conduct drone missions in Libya in an effort to fight the Al-Qaeda and Islamic State insurgents in Southern Libya. The paper will focus on the use of drones for military surveillance and show the positive and negative implications of the use of drones. I argue about both the positive and negative side of using lethal drones in Libya.
The drones are expected to reduce the number of Islamic State Insurgents and the residents who have allied with the Islamist militias which have threatened the security of Libya and other countries such as Mali and Chad(Marin, 2017). The drones are expected on the other hand to cause deaths of many innocent civilians as they have done in the past. Also, they will cause a disturbance on the people because of their buzzing and noise they make(Cutler, 2017). They are also bound to cause accidents. The paper defines what drones are and their uses and mainly focus on military purposes and the technology behind their use. The stakeholders of the drone mission are also discussed as well as its social impact analysis. The paper also shows why the deployment of this design should continue by the fact that its pros outweigh its cons. I conclude by giving a rationale as to why the drones should continue to be used in the effort to improve the security of Libya.
Background
According to Sandbrook, (2015), drones are unmanned aerial remotely piloted aircraft. They are pilotless aircraft controlled by individuals on the ground, often some distance from the area of operation of the drone. Drones are of different sizes and perform different tasks (missions) including surveillance, intelligence, and combat. The focus here is the use of drones for military purposes, surveillance and combating terrorism and increasing security in Libya. 
The United States’ Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has used drones in many countries to target insurgent and terrorist groups around the world. They have been used in Iraq and Afghanistan to counter Al-Qaeda terrorists and are poised to be deployed in Libya due to the emergence of Islamic State Insurgents in the country. The drone mission was curtailed by President Obama during his reign but was restored by President Donald Trump. The drones have not been used in lethal missions but will be certainly used in the near future according to an American reporter. This is due to the growing terrorist threats in Southern Libya(Cutler, 2017).
What is the technology behind the use of drones? Drones are equipped with missiles that are able to target individuals, houses, vehicles, or even a particular room in a building(Cutler, 2017). They have sensors which transmit data collected from infrared, imagery, signals, to their controllers. They can loiter for a very long period of time because they do not suffer from fatigue (they are pilotless). Drone strikes are intended to carry out selective violence where only bonafide insurgents are attacked while non-insurgents are spared. 
The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) is responsible for deploying the lethal drones in Libya. The purpose of the drones to improve the security of Libya especially the southern part called Dirkou.  In the wake of the increased terrorist attacks and insurgency by Islamic State militants, the CIA is poised to carry out attacks using drones. The American military launched its first ever drone attack against Qaeda militants in March 2018 in Ubari, in southern Libya(Noor, et al., 2018).
If the drone mission is fully implemented, it will have both positive and negative impacts socially, environmentally, culturally, and financially. The positive impact will be that the use of drones will improve the security of Libya and the neighboring countries of Chad, Niger,and Mali. 
The drones have the ability to loiter around and monitor a place for long periods of time. This enables the operators of the drone to identify the target group or individuals before striking. It also allows the drone operator to identify the presence of any noncombat in the target so that he can delay or call off the strike to avoid innocent civilian deaths. They will use selective violence to curb the increasing insecurity in these countries which is caused by the increasing number of insurgents(Sandbrook, 2015).
Selective violence targets groups and individuals whom the authorities have a convincing reason that they are either members or supporters of an insurgency. Selective violence can undermine and deter insurgent groups to plan and engage in acts of violence(Sandbrook, 2015). This effect can be effected directly or indirectly. The direct punishment effect forces the militants and insurgents to change their activities which make it difficult to engage in violent activities. Drones can do this by killing leaders of the terrorist groups, destroy their houses and equipment and cut their communication networks. As a result, these militants will be forced to relocate to new locations.
Drones also deter militants indirectly by inhibiting the organization’s ability to recruit new members. Selective violence will deter potential recruits as they fear to become potential targets of drone attacks if they join the groups. This will make it difficult for the organizations to sustain itself in the future. The supporters of the groups who provide funds and safe haven will be dissuaded to do so as they fear to become the target of selective violence(Cutler, 2017).
Drones are possibly the safest means of carrying out surveillance because they are pilotless. Hence, their use does not in any way endanger the lives of the operators like the military personnel. Thus, the use of drones will be very effective in curbing the activities of the militants as well as maintaining the safety of the military. There is no chance of the enemies attacking and killing the military operators because drones do not have a pilot. Drones are also safer for people on the ground in case of an accident or a crash scenario because they are smaller than piloted aircraft and are therefore likely to cause less damage(Marin, 2017). Most of the drones have safety features which allow them to abandon a pre-planned mission and go back to the landing point when they experience any problems or the mission backfires.
However, the drones are also poised to bring a couple of negative implications. First, the drones will lead to the death of many innocent civilians. Drones have the capability of missing their targets and inadvertently kill innocent civilians. Drones are known for causing accidents because they do not have blinking lights to signal their presence. The pilotless drones are more vulnerable to crashing compared to piloted aircraft (Anderson andGaston, 2014).
Also, according to Cutler, (2017),there are other alternative methods of collecting real-time intelligence like the use of aircraft, balloons,and satellites equipped with sensors. Critics argue that drones are similar to strikes from fixed-wing aircraft armed with missiles. Another negative implication of the use of drones is that it will lead to environmental pollution by causing air and noise pollution. The drones are too loud and their buzzing and humming drown out the bleats of goats. According to a resident of Dirkou, the drones had stopped him from sleeping.
Financially, the drones are expected to cost a lot of money. The drone base in southern Libya in Agadez is estimated to have cost $110 million. The drones are themselves expensive and require much-advanced technology to operate. The United States spent $3.2 million to renovate the Dirkou airstrip in an effort to fight the militants. The full implementation of the drones will cost the United States government a lot of money(Marin, 2017).
In addition, drones have limited abilities in that they cannot communicate with the civilians for detailed intelligence and increased information. They are also unable to detect military base camps and cannot go door to door.
Stakeholders
The deployment of the drones will have varied impacts on stakeholders whether directly or indirectly. First, the founders of the Islamic State insurgents will be negatively affected because the drones will reduce the number of the insurgents as well as deter potential recruitment by the group. The government of Libya and the neighboring countries of Mali, Niger,and Chad will be relieved because the security of their countries will improve. The government will beexonerated the burden of sending security officers to the threatened regions because drones will cater for that effectively(Noor, et al., 2018).
The citizens of the country will be the greatest beneficiaries of this mission because they will be able to live peacefully without fear of being attacked. Investors will also benefit because they can initiate their investment programs in the southern part of Libya which due to the increased insurgents could not be invested at all. There will be new companies and businesses opening due to the improved security of the country. The economy of the country is also expected to grow very fast due to the improved security. The government will no longer spend a lot of money on security and this money will be used for development purposes such as the construction of roads and the provision of social amenities such as health and education(Clarke and Moses (2014).
Traders will also benefit because they will be now able to travel through the now dangerous desert of Dirkou and Ubari.Dirkou which is northern Niger is an oasis town in the open desert which has for centuries been a key transit point for traders and travelers crossing the Sahara. It is also a trading center for goods imported from Libya. Thus, if the security of this town is improved, trade activities will definitely flourish. Trade between the neighboring countries of Mali and Chad will improve significantly and this will enable their economies to grow too (Anderson and Gaston, 2014).
The reputation of the United States may be ruined because the use of drones violates the international law regarding the upholding of the laws of conduct on the use of force. On the other hand, the United States military may gain a lot of applause if it succeeds in restoring peace in Libya. It will be hailed for its contribution and gain a lot of fame out of that(Noor, et al., 2018).
 The biggest losers will be Islamic State insurgents whose operating base will be destroyed and their missions curtailed. They will have nowhere to hide because the drones can conduct surveillance for a very long period of time. The drone strikes will be secret and this will make the insurgents fear.
Ethical Analysis
The most ethical approach to the drone mission is the Utilitarianism theory. The utilitarian approach states that an ethical action is the one that brings more benefit or which does more good to the majority of people and less harm to the majority of the people. In other words, the one produces the greatest balance of good over harm. Based on this theory, the drone mission is ethical because it produces more good compared to harm(Anderson and Gaston, 2014).
Though the critics claim that drones cause the death of innocent civilians, the inadvertent deaths caused by these drones are much fewer than the deaths caused by attacks carried out by these militants. Islamic State insurgents can cause massacres and atrocities when the attacks are carried out. This is not comparable to the rare and few cases of inadvertent deaths caused by drones.Imagine if the militants attacked a school or a church. It would cause the death of very many people. This is not similar to the number of deaths that drones can cause when they cause accidents. Therefore the ratio of good is much higher than that of harm and hence based on the utilitarian theory, this is an ethical act. 
The National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) which governs the code of ethics for engineers will be upheld by this DPC. First, it upholds the fundamental canons that require engineers to hold paramount the health, safety, and welfare of the public. The drone mission will ensure that the safety of the public is upheld by ensuring that the drones mostly operate at night and will cause the least disturbance to the people. The drones have no impact on the health of individuals at all(Sandbrook, 2015).
Other relevant elements of the NSPE code of ethics in this DPC include avoiding deceptive acts, avoiding the abetting or aiding unlawful engineering practice and that the engineers will conduct themselves responsibly, honorably, ethically and lawfully. The drones will only be used to conduct attacks on the insurgent groups only. The drones will only be operated by qualified staff with the relevant knowledge to avoid unnecessary killings of innocent civilians. The engineers will ensure that the drones are safe and that they will not interfere with the health of the public(Clarke and Moses (2014).
	
Social Impact Analysis
The knowledge required to operate the drones are mostly from the operators. Since the drones do not require a pilot, the drones are operated by officers on the ground. The drones are equipped with many states of the art technology like infra-red cameras, Global Positioning System (GPS), and laser(Cutler, 2017). They are controlled by a remote control system also called ground cockpit. An unmanned aerial vehicle system contains two parts, the control system and the drone itself. Most of the drones have First person view which allows more precision in flying around obstacles like buildings and forests. All these technological knowledge are required for effective functioning of the drones.
Clarke and Moses (2014) argue that the use of drones will be very beneficial to society because it will enable it to live without fear of being attacked by militants. It will also lead to the development of the countries because when a country is at peace, development is realized. The economy of the Libya, Chad, Niger,and Mali is therefore poised to grow tremendously with the elimination of the Islamic State Insurgents.
		Conclusion
From the above-cited explanation, we can,therefore, conclude that the use of drones is very important in improving the security of not only Libya but also any other country across the globe. It is, therefore, my opinion that drones should be deployed in Libya to curb the growing militant and insurgents groups in the country. I propose for the full implementation of the drone mission. 
The most compelling argument for this proposition is because the drones are very effective in dealing with the militants. They are able to monitor and survey an area for a long period of time because they do not suffer from fatigue. In my view, the use of drones will provide a long lasting solution to the insecurity problems in Libya and the neighboring countries. The drones will deter the insurgents from recruiting new members and this will eventually lead to their extinct(Sandbrook, 2015).
The most compelling argument against the use of drones is that they are capable of causing the death of innocent civilians. The drones can cause the death of civilians inadvertently and cause accidents. Their ability to discriminate between the insurgents and innocent civilians is also very questionable(Anderson and Gaston, 2014).
It is therefore wise to conclude that the pros of implementing the full drone mission are more than its cons. In order for CIA to succeed in military surveillance, it needs new methods of doing so and this is facilitated by the use of drones. However, the use of these drones should be done in a very effective way so that they do not cause the death of innocent civilians.
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